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QUALITY  IN  COTTON  mRICS 

In  a  short  time  homemakers  will  "be  thinking  a"bout  spring  and  siunmer 
sewing.    Retail  stores 'will  "be  showing  cotton  prints,  percales,  ginghams, 
organdies,  "broadcloths,  piques,  and  many  new  and  innisual  cotton  fa"brics. 

The  chief  virtue  of  cotton  fa"brics  for  most  people  is  that  they  wash 

and  iron  easily,  says    ,    ,    . 

(Name)  (Title)  (Institution) 

It's  well  to  find  out  "before  "buying  whether  a  piece  of  material  has  "been  pre- 

shrunk,  and  how  much  more  it  may  "be  expected  to  shrink  in  laundering.  Also 

whether  the  color  is  fast  to  laundering  and  to  light. 

"Mercerized"  cottons  have  had  a  chemical  treatment  applied  either  to 
the  yarn  or  to  the  cloth.     This  treatment  makes  the  cotton  lustrous,  smooth, 
stronger,  and  more  resistant  to  soiling.     It  also  takes  dye  "better, 

"Pure  finished"  cotton  materials  are  virtually  free  from  remova'ble 
sizing  substances.     If  firmly  vroven  of  uniformly  sized  yarns  regularly  spaced, 
a  pure-finished  cotton  will  look  practically  the  same  after  washing  as  "before, 
A  poor-quality  cotton  fa"bric,  on  the  other  hand,  has  uneven  yarns,  perhaps 
defects  in  the  weave,  and  excessive  sizing    that  gives  "body  to  the  fa"bric  when 
it  is  new  iDut  disappears  in  the  washing,  leaving  the  cloth  limp  and  porous. 

"Ply"  means  the  num"ber  of  single  strands  twisted  together  to  form 

yarn  for  weaving.    For  example,  TDoth  the  warp  and  the  filling  yarns  of  a 
" tv70-"by-two"  cotton  "broadcloth  are  "plied"  or  twisted  to  make  a  fine,  close- 
woven  cloth,  "better  than  a  "  two-"by-one, "  in  which  only  the  warp  is  a  ply  yarn. 

In  cotton  lace,  heavy  designs  on  fragile  "backgrounds  soon  "break  out. 
The  "best  wearing  lace  is  firm,  and  the  design  covers  practically  all  of  the 
surface,  leaving  only  a  small  amount  of  mesh. 

There*  s  a  new  free  G-overnment  "bulletin  on  "Judging  Fa"bric  Quality." 
It  may  "be  ohtained  "by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Ask 
for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1831-F. 
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